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Biobags: in-line

production Is the future

he Scandinavian company BioBag International A/S,
Theadquartered in Askim, Norway has great faith in

the future. They have a long experience of making
plastic bags and have used converting machines from FAS
Converting Machinery AB, Ystad, Sweden for more than 15
years. About three years ago BioBag International started
to specialise in making plastic bags which are 100% bio-
degradable and compostable (according to standards such
as EN 13432 or ASTM D6400) and which can be recycled or
incinerated with a neutral greenhouse gas impact. Con-
verting material from the Italian company Novamont into
bags in-line on a machine from FAS is a very cost-effective

way of making bags on a roll.

“We believe in the future of this project”, says Jorn Jo-
hansen, president and CEO at BioBag International. Many
people are becoming more aware of how important it is
to take care of our Earth. BioBag International A/S has
activities in 18 countries and the list of products is long. In
Belgium for example, BioBag has a business arrangement
with Jemaco nv. (also a customer of FAS), regarding the
marketing and production of high quality bio-products.

Jorn Johansen appreciates the quality of the machines
and the good service from FAS, which fit well in this envi-
ronmentally friendly future.

Bag production in-line using the film blowing process
is well known, and has been improved over the years by
FAS, followed by other machine suppliers, as pointed out
by Jonas Hellstrom, Marketing Manager at FAS.

Especially with the combination of tensionless sealing
and sealing from both sides, FAS perforation and sealing
units are the ideal equipment to process biodegradable
products. The FAS sealing system is one of the few that
can handle a wide variety of film materials, e.g. all kinds
of PE from HD to LD, recycled plastics and biodegradable
materials, without any special adjustments required.

In addition to the above-mentioned features, the FAS
perforating and sealing units offer the benefits of constant
or intermittent heating and adjustable seal pressure,
which has proven to give many producers advantages
when running different products on the same machine.
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The in-line process of film blowing and bag production
brings a number of additional benefits, such as faster
quality control of the plastic film, no capital locked up in
storage for master rolls or floor space, and a better cash
flow. And - thanks to converting a warm film which ena-
bles thick film to fold easily and the final winding to be
easier - the final products often just look better.

When it comes to total machine investment cost, an
in-line set-up offers advantages over an off-line solution.
One reason is a simpler blown film unit, as there is no
need for a rotating head or winding equipment when run-
ning in-line.

Other costs for a producer are the handling of master
rolls and for the personnel needed to run the machines.
In an in-line environment less operators are needed com-
pared to an off-line set-up, which also provides financial
benefits.

As one of the biggest bag producers in Europe once
said: “Produce this morning - deliver in the afternoon -
and invoice tomorrow! That s the key to success!”.
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